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Brent Buemi – “Three Pieces for Clarinet Solo (1st movement)” 

 

 When setting up for this session, I had to utilize a new method of miking in order to get a great 

recording of the clarinet. We used 2 separate microphones to get 2 separate signals. We used the 

Neumann U-87 for its large diaphragm and switchable low frequency roll off. This helped a lot in mixing 

the takes together. We also chose to use the Sennheiser KM 184 microphone, a small diaphragm 

microphone for a clear sound reproduction. I needed a raw signal to mix with so using this mic ensured 

that the sounds were free of coloration. These mics were placed about 18 inches away from the 

performer. I went through a bunch of good and bad takes of this recording to capture the best parts of 

each, free of fingering and random mouth noises. 

 After listening to both the original and the recording in the session, I was able to make smart 

editing decisions and carefully hide each cut I made to the piece. I had to be careful to preserve the 

aesthetics in the recording. I went with the U-87 recording because it sounded better than the KM 184 

recording. The signal was louder and had less noise from the musician in it. After all was said and done 

with that, I slightly enhanced the low frequencies in the recording by 3 decibels to make it sound full and 

much richer. 

 

 




















